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NOTICE 

 

Notice Calling for suggestions, views, comments etc from 

stakeholders on Revised Draft Standards of “Organic Livestock, 

Poultry and Products” under National Programme for Organic 

Production. 

 
APEDA being the secretariat of National Programme for Organic Production 

looks after the certification of organic agriculture products covering the 
categories of crop production, Livestock & Poultry, Aquaculture, Food 
Processing and Animal Feed processing.  
   

National Accreditation body (NAB) constituted expert Committee on livestock 
has proposed to revise the NPOP Livestock, Poultry and Products standards 

to address the concerns of farming community.   
  

A draft of proposed revised standards as recommended by the experts 
committee is placed herewith for comments/ feedback.  A copy of 

existing livestock standard is available at 
http://apeda.gov.in/apedawebsite/organic/ORGANIC_CONTENTS/National
_Programme_for_Organic_Production.htm 
 

  

Comments/ feedback may be submitted latest by 1st May 2017 to 
  

  

Dr. A.K. Yadav 

Advisor (NAB) 
Email – akyadav@apeda.gov.in 

 

  

http://apeda.gov.in/apedawebsite/organic/ORGANIC_CONTENTS/National_Programme_for_Organic_Production.htm
http://apeda.gov.in/apedawebsite/organic/ORGANIC_CONTENTS/National_Programme_for_Organic_Production.htm
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Revised Draft Livestock Standards 
 

1. Scope  

Livestock standards prescribed under these rules refer to any domestic and 
domesticated animal including bovine (including buffalo, Mithun and Yak), ovine, 
porcine, caprine, rabbits, poultry, insects and bees and/ or any other animal notified 
by the FSSAI from time to time, raised for food/fibre or in the production of food and 
fibre, their derivatives and by-products. The products of hunting or fishing or wild 
animals shall not be considered part of livestock standards. 
 

2. General principles  

Organic livestock production in general is a land based activity and shall be an 

integral part of organic farm unit and management of livestock shall be in consistent 

with the principles of organic farming and shall base on: 

a. Natural breeding 

b. Protection of animal health and welfare 

c. Fed with organic feed and fodder 

d. Access to grazing in organic fields 

e. Freedom to express natural behaviour 

f. Reduction of stress and  

g. Prohibition of use of chemically synthesized allopathic veterinary drugs, 

antibiotics, hormones, growth boosters, feed additives etc. 

 

Landless livestock production where the operator does not have organically 

managed land and/ or has not established a written cooperation agreement with 

another certified organic operator in compliance of the rules specified in Appendix 1 

of these rules is prohibited. 

 

In cases where traditional rearing system of the farm and/ or adverse climatic 

conditions does not allow easy access to pastures, livestock may be produced 

through providing organic feed certified under these rules, provided the indoor and 

outdoor space requirements, specified under these rules are fully met (Clause 7).  

 

3. Organic Management Plan  

During the registration of the farm by the accredited Certification Body, the producer 

has to present an organic management plan which requires to be verified during the 

inspection. This plan shall be updated annually. 

 

4. Choice of Breeds  

The choice of livestock and poultry, breeds, strains and breeding methods shall be 
consistent with the principles of organic farming, taking into account, in particular, the 
following:  

 their adaptation to the local climatic conditions;  

 their vitality and resistance to diseases  
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Sources/ Origin  
i. Animals must have been born or hatched from production units complying with 

these guidelines, or must be the offspring of parents raised under the conditions 
set down in these guidelines.  

 
ii. Transfer of livestock and poultry between organic and non-organic units shall not 

be permitted. The accredited Certification Body shall ensure that brought in 
livestock and poultry from other units comply with these Guidelines.  

 
iii. Livestock and poultry raised on non-organic production units shall be converted 

into organic unit as per these Guidelines.  
 

iv. When a producer demonstrates to the satisfaction of the accredited Certification 
Body that the organic source livestock are not available, the accredited 
Certification Body may allow such livestock and poultry under the following 
circumstances: 
 

 When the producer is establishing an organic livestock and poultry 
operation for the first time;  
 

 When the producer wants to change the livestock and poultry breed/ 
strain or when new livestock and poultry specialization is developed;  
 

 For the renewal of a herd, e.g., due to high mortality of animals caused by 
catastrophic circumstances;  

 

 When the producer wishes to introduce breeding males into the farm. In 
all such cases product of such males shall qualify for organic only after 
completion of conversion period specified under clause 8 of these 
standards 

 

5. Livestock Identification and Animal Record Keeping  

i. Livestock identification (revised) 

(a) Each animal/ herd/ batch shall bear unique identification number. Large 

animals including bovine, ovine, carpine, porcine etc shall bear individual 

number in the form of tag, while poultry birds and small mammals shall be 

identified with herd/ flock/ batch. 

(b) Identification devices on the animals can be printed ear tags, RFID tags, 

Barcodes or any other suitable tag which is clearly visible. 

 

ii. Record keeping 

Following data for each animal/ herd or batch shall be maintained and made 

available to the accredited certification body for verification during inspection: 

i. Parent details 

ii. Source and purchase details 

iii. Animal details 
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iv. Breeding details 

v. Feeding details  

vi. Health care details including details of vaccination, medication, 

veterinarian prescription and withdrawal period etc. 

vii. Production details 

viii. Sale details 

ix. Any other relevant details 

 

6. Housing and Management 

i. The housing and day-to-day management of the animal, maintenance of 

sanitation, hygiene and environment shall be planned to suit the specific 

behavioral needs of the livestock and poultry and shall provide for sufficient 

space to ensure free movement and opportunity to express normal patterns of 

behaviour;  

 
ii. The animals should not be tied, however animals can be confined for specific 

reasons, such as, milking, for some medical procedures, controlled grazing, 

during night time and for health and safety of animal; 

 

iii. Where the livestock and poultry normal behavior demands group living, 

animals shall not be kept in isolation, but shall have company of like kind; v 

 

iv. As far as possible two different kinds of animals shall not be kept together, 

unless for specific purposes, such as, free range poultry birds in cow/buffalo 

shed for scavenging on ticks and other insects 

 

v. The housing system shall ensure prevention of abnormal behaviour, injury 
and disease;  

 

vi. Appropriate facilities to cover emergencies such as the fire, the breakdown of 
essential mechanical services and the disruption of supplies shall be 
available.  

 

vii. Housing for Livestock and Poultry shall not be mandatory in areas where 
appropriate climatic conditions exist to enable animals to live outdoors without 
compromising their comfort, health and welfare. Conditions shall be inspected 
and permitted by the accredited Certification Body on producer and location- 
to- location basis. Outdoor open areas may be partially covered 

 

viii. Housing conditions shall meet the biological and behavioural needs of the 
livestock and poultry by providing easy access to feeding and watering;  

 

ix.  Insulation, heating, cooling and ventilation of the building to ensure that air 
circulation, dust level, temperature, relative air humidity and gas 
concentrations are kept within limits which are not harmful to the livestock and 
poultry;  
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x. Plentiful natural ventilation and light to enter;  
 
xi. Appropriate fencing not harmful to the animals  
 
xii. Confinement shall be permitted under the following conditions:  
 
xiii. Inclement weather to protect animals from injury;  
 
xiv. Ensure health safety or welfare;  
 
xv. Protect plant, soil and water quality; 

 
xvi. Minimum requirement of surface area for indoor housing and for outdoor run 

and pens is given in Annex 1. 
 

The outdoor stocking density of livestock kept on pasture, grassland, or other natural 

or semi-natural habitats, must be low enough to prevent degradation of the soil and 

over-grazing of vegetation. 

7.1 Special conditions for Mammals  

i. All mammals shall have access to open-air exercise or resting area, paddock, 

pen or run which may be partially covered or shall have space for protection from 

rains and hot sun.  

ii. The accredited Certification Body shall grant exceptions for the access of males 
or bulls to open areas to avoid mixing with female animals for controlled 
breeding.  

iii. Other animals may also not have access to open-air exercise area or run during 
the heavy rain period, harsh winter/ summer or the final fattening phase.  

iv. Livestock shed shall have properly laid and smooth floor, although not slippery. 
The floor shall not be entirely of slatted or grid construction 

v. The housing conditions shall aim at providing comfortable, clean and dry 

laying/rest area of sufficient size, consisting of a solid construction. Wherever 

possible, straw bedding shall be provided. 

vi. The calves may be housed separately and never in the adult animal shed.  
vii. Pigs must be kept in groups, except in the last stages of pregnancy and during 

the suckling period. Piglets may not be kept on flat decks or in piglet cages. 

Exercise areas must permit dunging and rooting by the animal. Breeding boars 

may be kept separately 

 

7.2 Special conditions for Poultry 

i. Housing of poultry in cages shall not be permitted. 

ii. Water fowl/duck shall have access to a stream, pond or lake whenever the 

weather conditions permit. 

iii. Poultry house floor shall be of solid construction covered with litter material such 
as straw, wood shavings, sand or turf. In case of layers, the floor area must be 
large enough to permit dropping collection. Perches/ higher sleeping areas of a 
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size and number commensurate with the species and size of the group and of 
the birds and exit/entry holes of an adequate size must be provided.  

iv. In the case of laying hens, manipulation of day length may be permitted through 

the use of artificial lights 

v. Poultry shall have access to open area as specified in Annex 1 and shall have 

freedom to move freely between indoor and outdoor area; 

vi. Open air areas for poultry shall be mainly covered with vegetation and be 

provided with protective facilities and permit birds to have easy access to 

adequate numbers of drinking and feeding troughs. 

vii. Where poultry are kept indoors due to restrictions or obligations imposed on the 

basis of provincial legislation they shall permanently have access to sufficient 

quantities of roughage and suitable material in order to meet their ethological 

needs. 

viii. Multi-level aviary systems for layers shall have no more than three levels or tiers 

above ground level. Total floor space shall meet minimum indoor and outdoor 

surface area requirements specified in Annexure I. In all such cases access to 

the open air run, needs to be ensured under all-in and all-out system to avoid the 

mixing of birds among flocks. 

ix. Buildings shall be emptied, cleaned and disinfected, between flocks, and runs 

shall be left empty to allow the vegetation to grow back. 

7.3 Special conditions for Silkworms 

Silkworm rearing is done under both open and domesticated conditions. Under open 
situations worms are reared on host plants either in wild or under cultivated 
conditions. In both cases the host plants shall be certified under wild harvest 
collection or under crop production as specified under Appendix 1 of these rules. 
 
Under domestic rearing situations housing shall be clean, ventilated with adequate 
space for movement between rearing trays. Multilayer rearing system can also be 
adopted provided adequate space is kept between trays and arrangements are 
made to ensure that trays do not get contaminated with falling excreta of worms in 
above layers. 
 
Accredited certification agencies shall define the adequate housing and rearing 
conditions keeping in view of the local practices used and conditions required 
according to the species used.  
 
7.4 Special conditions for Rabbits 

i. If required for comfort and safety, rabbits may be temporarily confined, for 
example overnight, in cages or hutches. Continuous confinement is 
prohibited. 

ii. Rabbits shall have space to run, hop and dig, and to sit upright on their back 
legs with ears erect. The minimum indoor and outdoor space requirements 
are shown in Annex 1. 

iii. The keeping of rabbits in cages shall not be permitted 
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7. Conversion Period for Animal Production  
Simultaneous conversion of livestock and poultry and land used for raising 

feed/fodder within the same unit should be a preferred approach. Land for production 

of feed, fodder, pasture, grazing etc shall be certified organic as per the provisions in 

Appendix 1 under Chapter 3 of these rules including conversion requirements.  

 

When a livestock production unit, with entire herd, or flock of sheep/ goat or batch of 

poultry birds or small mammals such as rabbits, is in transition to organic production, 

pasture and feed produced on the land undergone a minimum period of 12 months 

of conversion period may be considered organic for feeding to organic livestock. 

 

In case of silkworm rearing, there is no requirement for conversion period provided 

the larva are fed with organic feed grown in compliance of these rules for a minimum 

period of 12 months for their entire lifespan period. 

 

The conversion period shall be determined by the accredited Certification Body and 

the conversion period shall be accounted from the date of first inspection.  

 
In cases, where the land and livestock and poultry conversion to organic status is not 
simultaneous and the land alone has reached organic status and the livestock and 
poultry from a non-organic source is introduced, these must be reared according to 
these guidelines for at least the following compliance periods before their products 
are sold as organic:  
 

a. Bovine including buffalo  
i. Meat products: Twelve (12) months and at least 3/4th of their life span is 

spent in the organic management system  

ii. Calves for meat production: Six (6) months when brought in as soon as they 
are weaned and less than six (6) months old  

iii. Milk products: Six (6) months  
 

b.  Ovine and caprine (Sheep & Goat)  
i. Meat products: Six (6) months;  

ii. Milk products: Six (6) months  
 

c. Pig  
i. Meat products: Six (6) months. 

 
d. Small mammals (such as Rabbits) 

i. Meat products: From the second week after their birth to the entire life span as 

determined by the accredited Certification Body 

 

e. Poultry 

i. Meat products: from the second day to the entire life span as determined by 

the accredited Certification Body 
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ii. Eggs : Six (6) weeks  
 

8. Feed 

Livestock and poultry farms shall provide maximum diet from feedstuffs (including 'in 
conversion' feedstuff) produced as organic as per the requirements of these 
guidelines. Agricultural processed residues of organic origin, such as from grain 
fermentation, fruit processing, vegetable processing, etc., shall be permitted for 
purpose of feeding, provided that the overall feeding practices satisfy the daily 
energy and nutrient requirements of the concerned animals.  
 
The agriculture land committed to cultivation of feed / fodder crops intended to be 
used as feed for livestock and poultry shall be organically grown.  
 
During the operations, the products shall maintain their organic status provided that 
livestock and poultry are fed with at least 85% for ruminants and 80% for non-
ruminants calculated on a dry matter basis, feed obtained from organic sources that 
have been produced in compliance with these guidelines.  
 
Accredited Certification Body can grant permission to allow a restricted percentage 
of feedstuffs not produced according to these guidelines to be fed for a limited time, 
provided that it does not contain genetically engineered/modified organisms or 
products thereof.  
 
Specific livestock and poultry rations shall take into account:  
 

i. the need of young animals for natural feed, such as, feeding of maternal milk, 
milk from other mammal or milk replacer of organic origin that has maximum 
similarity with maternal milk, provided that it does not contain any genetically 
modified ingredient, antibiotics, hormone, etc..  

 
ii. that in herbivores, substantial proportion of the dry matter and energy in the 

daily rations should consist of roughage, fresh or dried fodder, or silage; need 
for inclusion of cereals in the fattening phase of poultry and livestock and 
poultry must have ample, free access to water appropriate to maintain full 
health and productivity.  

 
iii. Due to reasons of animal welfare, health and productivity, if supplements are 

to be added, it shall be permitted on advice of a qualified veterinarian. The 
permitted list of such supplements, feed materials (probiotics, and biologicals, 
immunolgicals and procuring aids etc.) and processing aids that comply the 
following criteria and are listed at Annex 2 (formerly Annex 5). 
 
General Criteria for feedstuff and nutritional components  
Substances shall be permitted as per Annex 2. Such substances should 
significantly satisfy feeding requirements of the livestock and poultry fulfilling 
the physiological, behavioral and welfare needs of the concerned species; 
and such substances should not contain genetically engineered/modified 
organisms and products thereof; and are non-synthetic and are primarily of 
plant, mineral or animal origin. Accredited Certification Body may allow the 
use of feedstuff not included in Annex II and have been recommended by the 
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veterinarian, provided that all such substances are non-synthetic and are 
primarily of plant, mineral or animal origin 
 
Specific Criteria for Feedstuffs and Nutritional Elements  
i. The feedstuffs should not be prepared by using chemical solvents and 

chemical treatment. All the ingredients of the feed including supplements, 
fed to organic animals should be from organic sources. In case of 
shortage of these substances, or in exceptional circumstances, well-
defined analogic substances listed under Annex 3 (formerly Annex 6) 
may also be used.  
 

ii. Feedstuffs of animal origin, with the exception of milk and milk products, 
fish, other marine animals and products derived thereof shall not be used. 
The feeding of mammalian material to ruminants is not permitted with the 
exception of milk and milk products;  
 

iii. Synthetic nitrogen or non-protein nitrogen compounds shall not be used.  
 

Specific Criteria for Additives and Processing Aids:  
i. The supplements should be derived from natural sources.  

 
ii. Feed processing aid supplements like binders, anti-caking agents, 

emulsifiers, stabilizers, thickeners, surfactants, coagulants if used should 
be from natural sources  
 

iii. Antioxidants: only from natural sources shall be permitted  
 

iv. Preservatives: only natural acids are allowed;  
 

v. Colouring agents (including pigments), flavors, odor masking agents and 
appetite stimulants: only natural sources are allowed  
 

vi. Probiotics, enzymes and microorganisms are allowed; but should not be 
from genetically modified sources.  
 

vii. Any synthetic chemicals, such as, antibiotics, coccidiostat, medicine, 
growth promoters or any other substance supplemented for purpose to 
stimulate growth or production shall not be fed to the organic livestock & 
poultry.  
 

viii. Silage additives, additives for enriching crop residues and processing aids 
may not be derived from genetically engineered/modified organisms or 
products thereof, and may be comprised of only:  

 Sea salt;  

 Coarse rock salt;  

 Yeasts;  

 Enzymes;  

 Whey;  

 Sugar; or sugar products such as molasses, jaggery, grain bran;  
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 Honey 

 Lactic, acetic, formic and propionic bacteria, or their natural acid 
product when the weather conditions do not allow for adequate 
fermentation and their use to be approved by the accredited 
Certification Body. 

 

9. Health Care (Same) 

The organic livestock & poultry, in general, should follow the basic principles of 
preventive health and productivity management wherein the focus would be on 
preventing diseases, detecting underlying fertility and production problems and its 
correction primarily on correcting management, nutrition and sanitation.  
i. The producer in consultation with veterinarian should draw a program of health 

management of animals and carry out testing of the herd as per the common 
diseases of herd/ flock Annex 4 (formerly Annex-7). The health care shall be 
based on the following broad principles:  

 

 the choice of appropriate breeds or strains of animals that can acclimatize, 
adapt to environment as per clause 4 of these standards;  

 the setting up of the animal husbandry practices should be appropriate to the 
requirements of each species and should focus on encouraging strong 
resistance to disease and prevention of infections;  

 the use of good quality organic feed, together with regular exercise and 
access to fodder/roughages, and/or open-air runs, so as to have positive 
effects on natural immunological defence of the animal;  

 appropriate stocking density of livestock & poultry so as to avoid overcrowding 
and spread of infections or competition to feeding.  

 
ii. The farm should have an established system of detection of sub-clinical, sick or 

injured animals and if, so detected, must be treated immediately. In cases where 
isolation is necessary it will be so carried out in suitable housing areas. The 
paramount interest in case of sickness would be animal welfare and mitigating 
pain and suffering, and hence the producer shall not withhold medication even if 
the use of such medication will cause the animal to lose its organic status.  
 

iii. The use of veterinary medicinal products in organic farming shall comply with the 
following principles:  

 

 All vaccinations required by law of the land shall be permitted. Where specific 
disease or health problems occur, or is predicted to occur, and there are no 
alternative permitted treatment or management practice exist, use of 
parasiticides, or therapeutic use of veterinary drugs are permitted under 
prescription and supervision of a registered veterinarian, provided that the 
mandatory withdrawal periods as provided under these guidelines under 
Annex 5 (formerly Annex 8) are observed. In drugs where withdrawal period 
is not prescribed in these guidelines, a minimum of 48 hours of withdrawal 
period shall be observed;  

 

 For purpose of treatment and prevention of diseases and under-
performances, herbal/phyto-therapeutic (excluding antibiotics), homeopathic 
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or ayurvedic products shall be preferred to allopathic veterinary drugs or 
antibiotics, provided that their therapeutic effect is effective for the species of 
animal and the condition for which the treatment is intended;  

 

 In case alternative therapeutic or preventive measures are unlikely to be 
effective in combating illness or injury, allopathic veterinary drugs or  

 antibiotics may be used under the responsibility and supervision of a 
veterinarian.  

 
iv. The use of allopathic veterinary drugs or antibiotics or drugs derived from 

genetically modified source for preventative treatments and for enhancing 
productivity or fertility is prohibited.  
 

v. Hormonal treatment may only be used for therapeutic reasons and under 
veterinary supervision.  
 

vi. Growth stimulants, agents or substances used for the purpose of stimulating 
growth or production shall not be permitted.  

 

10. Breeding and Management 

i. The major focus of livestock and poultry management shall be to provide care, 
comfort, and respect to the animals and ensure their welfare in the farming 
system.  
 

ii. Livestock and poultry breeding methods shall be in accordance with and in 
compliance with the principles of organic farming and shall take into account:  

 

 The breeds and strains most suited to local conditions;  

 The preference for reproduction through natural methods, although artificial 
insemination may be used ;  

 Embryo transfer techniques and the use of hormonal reproductive treatment 
shall not be used unless prescribed therapeutic directed towards correcting 
the physiological problem;  

 That breeding techniques employing genetic engineering shall not be used.  
 
iii. Mutilation, such as, tail docking, cutting of teeth, trimming of beaks and 

dehorning are not permitted. In exceptional cases, some of these may be 
authorized by the accredited Certification Body for reasons of safety (e.g. 
dehorning in young animals, hoof trimming, cutting of pin teeth in pigs etc) or if 
they are intended to improve the health and welfare of the livestock and poultry. 
Such surgical procedures shall be carried out by a registered veterinarian at the 
most appropriate age; and any suffering to and pain shall be reduced to a 
minimum. Wherever possible, anesthetic and analgesics shall be used. Physical 
castration is allowed only in order to maintain the quality of products and 
traditional production practices (meat-type pigs, bullocks, capons, etc).  

 
11. Manure and Urine Excreta Management  
i. The collection, handling and disposal of the dung and urine from shed, paddock, 

open run or grazing areas shall be implemented in a manner that:  
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 minimizes soil and water degradation;  

 does not significantly contribute to contamination of water by nitrates, 
phosphates, and pathogenic bacteria;  

 optimizes recycling of nutrients; and  

 does not include burning or any practice inconsistent with organic practices.  
 
ii. All manure storage and handling facilities, including composting facilities shall be 

designed, constructed and operated to prevent contamination of ground and/or 
surface water.  
 

iii. Manure application rates shall be at levels that do not contribute to ground 
and/or surface water contamination. The accredited Certification Body shall 
establish maximum application rates for manure or stocking densities as per 
local conditions. The timing of application and application methods shall not 
increase the potential for run-off into ponds, rivers and streams.  

 
12. Transport  
i. During transport, the producer shall prevent stress, injury, hunger, thirst, 

malnutrition, fear, distress, physical & thermal discomfort, pain, disease during 
the transport and shall observe the protocols as prescribed under law of the 
land. 

 All necessary arrangement be made in advance to minimize length of the 
journey and meet the animal’s need during the journey;  

 Animals must be fit for the intended journey;  

 Means of transport as well as the loading and unloading facilities must be 
designed, constructed, maintained and operated so as to avoid injury and 
suffering and ensure the safety of the animals;  

 Personnel that handle animals must be trained and competent as appropriate 
for this purpose and must carry out their tasks without using violence or any 
other method likely to cause unnecessary fear, injury or suffering;  

 Transport must carry out without delay to the place of destination and the 
welfare conditions of the animals must be regularly checked and appropriately 
maintained;  

 Sufficient floor area, height and other spacing requirements must be provided 
for the animals, appropriate to their size and intended journey; and  

 Water, feed and rest must be offered to the animals at suitable intervals and 
should be appropriate in quality and quantity to their species, size and age.  

 
ii. Efforts should be made to avoid or reduce following stress factors:-  

 Stress due to gathering and handling  

 Stress due to deprivation of, or changes in quantity or quality of food and 
water;  

 Stress due to extremes of temperature or change in climatic conditions;  

 Stress due to the groupings of animals strange to each other both within and 
between species  

 Stress due to separation from others of the animals’ own kind  

 Stress due to unfamiliar surroundings, noises and sensations  

 Stress due to overcrowding and isolations  
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 Stress due to fatigue  

 Stress due to exposure to disease  
 

iii. The use of electric stimulation or allopathic tranquilizers shall not be permitted 
during loading and unloading of animals.  

 
13. Slaughter of Animals:  
i. The slaughter of livestock and poultry shall be undertaken in a manner, which 

minimizes stress and suffering, and shall be in accordance with the national 
rules framed for the purpose.  

ii. Approved products for cleaning and disinfection of the buildings and installations 
are given at Annex 6.  
 

iii. The slaughter, evisceration and packing of poultry should be conducted in such 
a manner as will result in hygienic processing, proper inspection and 
preservation for the production of clean and wholesome poultry and poultry 
products. Hygiene standards must comply the requirements laid down by the 
FSS Act with the exception that the chemicals not allowed under these rules 
shall be replaced with the substances allowed under these rules. 
 

iv. Separate rooms should be provided for:  

 Live poultry receiving and holding  

 Washing and disinfection of coops.  

 Slaughter and bleeding  

 Feather removal  

 Evisceration, chilling and packing  

 Inedible products room  
 
v. Water Supply: The quality of water should satisfy the requirements of potable 

water.  
vi. Ventilation: Particular attention should be given to ventilation. Illumination should 

be sufficiently strong, properly situated and should not cause glare.  
vii. Personnel hygiene: Personnel should wear special working clothes of washable 

material. Proper training shall be given regarding hygiene, frequent hand 
washing, disinfection etc.  

viii. Activities such as stunning, bleeding, scalding, plucking, feet removal, 
evisceration and chilling, draining, grading etc. shall be done in accordance with 
national laws.  
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Annex 1 

 

Minimum Surface Area Indoors & Outdoors and Other Characteristics 
of Housing in Different Species and Types of Production 
 

1. Bovines, Equidae, Ovine, Caprine and Pig 
 

Livestock  Indoor Area  
(net area available to animals)  

Outdoor Area  
(exercise area, 

excluding pasturage)  

Breeding & fattening 

bovine and equidae  

 

Live Weight 

Minimum (Kg)  

M2/Head  M2/Head  

Up to 100  1.5  1.1  

Up to 200  2.5  1.9  

Up to 350  4.0  3  

Over 350  5 with a minimum 

of 1m2/100 kg  

3.7 with a minimum of 

0.75m2/100kg  

Dairy Cows   6  4.5  

Bulls for breeding   10  30  

Sheep & Goats   1.5  for sheep/goat  2.5  

 0.35 for lamb/kid  0.5  

Farrowing Pigs with 

piglets up to 40 days  

 7.5 for sow  2.5  

Fattening pigs  
 

Up to 50  0.8  0.6  

Up to 85  1.1  0.8  

Up to 110  1.3  1  

Piglets  Over 40 days and 

up to 30 Kg  

0.6  0.4  

   

Brood Pigs  

 

 2.5 for female  1.9  

 6 for male  

(If pens are used 

for natural service: 

10m2/boar)  

8.0  

 

Poultry  
 

Poultry Indoor Area 

(net area available to animals) 

Outdoor run  

 

Layers 6 birds m2  4 bird/m2 

Pullets 0-8 weeks 24 birds m2 16 birds m2 

Pullets 9-18 weeks 15 birds m2 10 birds m2 

Broilers/ fattening 

chickens 

10 birds m2 with maximum of 

21 kg live weight/m2 

10 birds m2 with maximum 

of 21 kg live weight/m2 

Turkeys/ large birds Up to 26 kg live weight/m2
 Up to 17 kg live weight/m2 

Outdoor runs are not required when flocks are undergoing immunization programme and 

when in the final phases of fattening 

 

Minimum indoor and outdoor space requirements for rabbits 

Rabbits  Indoor Space  Outdoor –runs and 

concrete exercise  

Outdoor – pasture  

From weaning 

to slaughter  

0.3 m²/ head  2 m² / head 5 m² / head 

Pregnant does 0.5 m²/ head 2 m² / head 5 m² / head 

Does and litters 0.7 m² /head 2 m/head - 

Bucks  0.3 m² / head 2 m²/ head 5 m² / head 
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Annex 1 -   is proposed for deletion as the contents have been included in the 

standard text 

 

Annex 2 – is revised and is renamed as Annex 1 

 

Annex 3 -  is proposed to be deleted as this was the most controversial requirement 

and not at all matching the requirements under Indian conditions. 

 

Annex 4 -  is proposed to be deleted as organic standards should not direct on the 

requirement of light as this varies with breeds and is a dynamic 

technological issue. 

 

Annex 5 -  is renamed as Annex 2 

 

Annex 6 -  is renamed as Annex 3 

 

Annex 7 – is renamed as Annex 4 

 

Annex 8 – is renamed as Annex 5 

 

Annex 9 – is renamed as Annex 6 


